[image: image2.jpg]NIVIDA

NATIONAL MITIGATION BANKING ASSOCIATION





July 20, 2011

Ken Kopocis
House Subcommittee on Water Resources & Environment
2163 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515
Dear Mr. Kopocis
On behalf of the National Mitigation Banking Association (NMBA), I would like to congratulate you on your nomination as Assistant Administrator of the Office of Water at the United States Environmental Protection Agency. We trust that your nomination will be confirmed and result in a continued, positive relationship between NMBA and the USEPA.

We have greatly valued your interest and support of mitigation and conservation banking. You are aware that the NMBA promotes federal legislation and regulatory policy that encourages wetland, stream and conservation banking as a means of compensating for adverse impacts to our nation’s environment. Your work over the years has helped promote this industry, with resulting improvements to the health of our nation’s waters. We have also appreciated the support of the Office of Wetlands, Oceans and Watersheds at EPA, which you will lead in your new position.
Congratulations again on your nomination and we look forward to working with you and the Office of Water on regulatory policies impacting water quality and the restoration and maintenance of watersheds, ecosystems and wildlife habitats.

Regards,
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