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July 19, 2011
Gary Frazer

Assistant Director for Endangered Species
United States Fish & Wildlife Service
4401 N. Fairfax Drive, Room 420
Arlington, VA 22203
Dear Mr. Frazer,
On behalf of the National Mitigation Banking Association (NMBA), I would like to thank you for speaking at the National Mitigation & Ecosystem Banking conference in Baltimore. We greatly value your interest and support of mitigation banking as well as your contribution to this great event. The work of the Fish and Wildlife Service over the years, and your recent involvement, has helped to promote this industry with resulting improvements in the vitality of our nation’s natural resources. 

Many among our membership clearly heard in your remarks the reference to the partnership between the Service and conservation bankers. We support that view and see our industry assisting in accomplishing the mission of the Service and complementing recovery of listed species and conservation of candidate species.
The NMBA continues to advocate for regulatory policies that enable wetland, stream and conservation banking as the most desirable means of compensatory mitigation. We sincerely value the positive relationship we have had with the USFWS and look forward to continued future progress.
Thank you again for your valuable insight and we hope you will join us again next May in Sacramento.
Regards,
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Stephen M. Collins

President
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